ChicagoL and Glider Council
35W/529 Parsons Rd
West Dundee, IL 60118

Anthony D. Roetzel, Manager, Operations Supporu@ro
Air Traffic Organization, Central Service Area

Federal Aviation Administration

2601 Meacham Blvd

Fort Worth, TX 76137

Mr. Roetzel, March 25, 2009

| represent the members of the glider and soangnaunity as the President of the ChicagoLand Gl@mrncil.
The Council has been in existence since 1938. &Ve A00+ members located in and around the Chiaadol
area encompassing glider clubs located in Minobk#linckley IL, Hampshire IL, Freeport IL, Lake Fest IN
and Beloit WI. Many of these members are commekagiine pilots.

I would like to voice the membership’s grave consesbout the impact that the O’Hare Airport ClassBpace
expansion will have on our soaring community andaperations. Specifically the western expansiothe
airspace out to the 30NM ring having a floor of0fGeet AGL.

As | am sure that you are aware, gliders are th&t mwergy efficient of aircraft which relies hegnain rising
columns of warm air (thermals). What you might betaware of is that a ceiling of 4,000 feet AGL
(approximately 3,000 feet MSL or what we refer $d'®@w” altitude) means that flying a gliders iratrarea
equates to a greatly elevated risk of a forceditanith a highly populated area. While poweredraiftchave
several thousand feet of airspace to cruise ipraatical terms a ceiling of 4,000 feet precludagflying of
gliders in this important and large expanse (appnately 200 nfl) of north-south airspace. This is why we
oppose the O’Hare Airport Class B airspace expansio

While we feel that the O’Hare Airport Class B amsp expansion is detrimental to our sport, we stded the
underlying needs of the FAA. We feel that a reabtencompromise is a floor of 6,000 feet MSL with n
expansion past 30NM. We feel that this will alloammercial traffic to safely fly into and out of ORwvhile
allowing gliders to operate freely and safely iis threa.

If you would like to speak with me personally, [Hedeel free to contact me using the informatiaowshbelow.

Thank You,

John H. DeRosa

President - ChicagoLand Glider Council
(http://chicagolandglidercouncil.com)

Vice-President — Sky Soaring Glider Club (httpy&aringgliderclub)
847-844-9776 (Home) ~ 224-848-2063 (Cellular)
john@derosaweb.com




