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Trailer Wiring 101
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Trailer wiring and harness plugs are available in a variety of sizes and 

configurations. The most common and basic of designs is the color coded 4-wire

system. The "Flat-4" harness plug is found on almost all boat trailers and many 

smaller utility trailers that do not have electric brakes. 

Green ïRight Turn+Stop

Yellow ïLeft Turn+Stop

Brown ïTail+Marker

White - Ground

Vehicle Trailer

ñFlat-4ò or ñ4-Flatò Wiring

Trailer Wiring U.S. 4-Way
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Side Marker Lights

License Plate Light

Left 

Turn/Brake/Tail/Marker

Light Assembly

Right 

Turn/Brake/Tail/Marker

Light Assembly

Trailer Wiring U.S. 4-Way

Ground

Brown ïTail + Marker

Green ïRight Turn+Stop

Yellow ïLeft Turn+Stop

White ïGround

Right Turn + Stop

Left Turn + Stop

Tail + Marker
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Trailer Wiring U.S. 7-Way

One step up from the 4-Flat 

system is the 7-Way round 

(flat pin) connector found on 

many US vehicles with 

factory installed trailer wiring.  

The two main changes are 

the addition of a connection 

for a backup (reverse) light 

and for an electric brake 

system.  

Converters are readily 

available to change this 

connector arrangement to a 

4-Flat system.


